Ty

the’ years they dnfted apart. ) }

However, ‘Cushing, eventually‘

tracked down his -one-time. |
roommate. through that won-~ -
der -.of - modem technology ]
':Google -
e ¢ prormsed h1m that one L
day he would hear.a knock on’
the' door and it would, be.:me,l:,
that always stuck with me,”

said Nguti. -

"When he heard that his. . Cushin o |
a ;room- dunng,.the Kenyan s
‘stay,. and. even 'though. they

host dad ‘had passed it pushed .

him to-make the. tnp back to

Duxbury.
“That put. some_urgency
in me,” Nguti said this week,

after he returned. to Duxbury'

to stay with Cushing and his
family.

Nguti came to Duxbury in
the fall of 77. It was his first

~ trip outside of his native Ke-
nya. He says he knew: several

students in his hometown of
Mombasa that had gone to
American through AFS.

“They came back and they'
had this d1fferent outlook > he.
" fortwo weeks

said.
Although 1t was hlS ﬁrst

time away from home, he

wasn't nervous.
“When yoir're 18, it’s like,
adventure is good. It was nice

_going a place I do notknow.”
- Cushing, who was 15 at.
the time of - Ngutl s visit, said
that his famnly was excited to
have a; v1sntor from another“

- ischool bulldmg,
ran track\ whll‘

‘ “The town has
lot of new. houses, ¢

~Nguti: played soccer

hadn’t .seen - each other in
years, they. reconnected 1m‘me-

- diately. - |
“It’s been a long time, but'

as soon as I saw him again and
I heard his laugh, it brings back
a lot of memories,” Cushing
said. “It’s back to where we
were 33 years ago.” :

Although Kenya is mamly '

. 11ma‘g‘e
‘t'he way. I looked at things.”

people who speak the truth,

‘whether;you like:it not, you’re
- liable: to. ﬁnd out a lot more
_:than.xf you hve ‘with ‘people

A Aantmg to put -out-an
. That really changed

'Nguti said he was deeply

ran . touched by his’ experience liv-
- ing-with. his American family.

" “The “family ... it impacted
me in -very deep ways,” he

“said. “The: way I look at life,

the way I look at money, reli-
gion, everythmg Because they

" 'were so.open.”

He said’ the he would love

‘the’ opportunlty to host'a Dux-

bury student in-Kenya some
day, but AFS has moved out
of . the' country. He hopes to

‘connect with some AFS offi-
.cials»‘dunng h1s trip, because

an’ English-speaking country, e

‘Nguti - didn’t -learn the lan-
“f‘;outlook .to‘-,.“hfe " he sa1d

..and from Brmsh speakers ‘He -“When:

ache, ‘An

vingto i

'mg friend all'c over the world »

guage until he was about- 10,

joked that he’

Duxbury'in 1977, and he had

difficult understandmg some -
of the' thmgs ‘hi§’ host fanuly ‘

said.
“I was.. understandmg

‘about 10 percent of what'they
- were speaking . he’ said.

However, he-had an even

more difficult’ time adJustmg,
-after returning | ‘home.-

“When I went bac,

S (% really ennches one’s

: Cushmg is hoping that the
‘expenence he got all those

“yeirs: ago 1s passmg on to h1s

children. -

“I' can: see thelr eyes wid-
ening, w1th sto ieg and infor-
mation. ‘that Benson s giving

‘them,” he ‘said. “That’s what

‘my parents-were trying to do,

: to broaden our homons
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Recreation Director Gordon Cushing and Benson Nouti,

who was an exchange student with Cushing’s family in
the late 1970s, recently reconnected during Nouti’s first
trip back to the states since his experience in Duxbury.
Nguti was featured in the Clipper on his first go-round
in Duxbury. The photo at right is from the Jan. 26, 1978
edition of the Clipper and shows Nguti speaking to a §
class at Duxbury Middle School.




